
Setting the Record Straight: Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action  

Claim: “Nuclear experts oppose this deal.” 

Reality: The vast majority of nuclear and defense experts endorse the deal, including:  

 70+ Non-Proliferation Experts Support Iran Agreement (link) 

 29 Top U.S. Scientists Endorse the agreement (link) 

 440 Rabbis recently signed a letter endorsing the agreement (link) 

 60+ Israeli Ex-Security Officials urged Israeli P.M. to support the agreement (link) 

 50+ Christian Leaders Announce Support (link) 

 100+ Former Ambassadors strongly endorse the agreement (link) 

 

Claim: “We must go back to the table and demand a better deal.” 

Reality: There are no viable diplomatic alternatives.  

 The rest of the P5+1 supports the JCPOA.  Foreign leaders of the P5+1 have made clear that 
they support the agreement and reopening negotiations is impossible. (link) 

 Rejection of the JCPOA means the successful multilateral sanctions regime will likely fall apart - 
providing Iran with significant economic benefits without any concessions agreed to under the 
JCPOA. (link)  

 90+ countries around the world have endorsed the Iran nuclear agreement. (link)  

 
Claim: “Iran will gain too much from sanctions relief under the JCPOA.” 

Reality: The multilateral nuclear sanctions regime was implemented to bring Iran to the 
table for the nuclear negotiations that produced the JCPOA. All non-nuclear sanctions 
against Iran will remain in place. 

 The JCPOA eases nuclear sanctions only once Iran has demonstrated compliance. (JCPOA Annex 
V, Paragraph 14)   

 The U.S. & E.U. will continue to maintain non-nuclear sanctions on Iran, including sanctions 
stemming from Iran’s human rights abuses and support for terrorism.  (link) 

 The U.S. will retain about $1.9b in frozen Iranian funds from non-nuclear sanctions - $1.9b that 
won’t be released under JCPOA. (OFAC Terrorist Assessment Report) 

 Rather than $150b, Iran will receive about $50b in sanctions relief. (link) 
 The U.S. controls none of the $56b that will be released to Iran. (U.S. Treasury Dept.) 
 These assets are largely held in China, India, Turkey, Japan and South Korea. 

 
Claim: “Extending embargo on conventional & ballistic arms for only 5 & 8 years is a non-
nuclear concession to Iran." 

Reality:  The conventional arms embargo and ballistic missile embargo were implemented 
as part of the package of nuclear sanctions to bring Iran to the negotiating table.  

 Some P5 partners wanted an immediate lifting of conventional and ballistic arms 
embargos.  Extending these embargoes to 5 and 8 years is a significant victory. (link) 

 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/world/1.672241
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/09/world/29-us-scientists-praise-iran-nuclear-deal-in-letter-to-obama.html?_r=0
http://www.ameinu.net/blog/current-issues/rabbis4thedeal/
http://forward.com/news/breaking-news/318434/over-60-top-ex-security-officials-urge-netanyahu-to-accept-iran-deal-in-new/
http://fcnl.org/issues/iran/christian_leaders_iran_deal.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/271773707/Letter-to-the-President-from-over-100-former-American-Ambassadors-on-the-Joint-Comprehensive-Plan-of-Action-on-Iran-s-Nuclear-Program
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/07/20/us-iran-nuclear-eu-idUSKCN0PU0S520150720
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/08/iran-deal-german-philipp-ackermann-response-121100.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/14/opinion/the-high-price-of-rejecting-the-iran-deal.html
http://www.niacouncil.org/iran-sanctions-after-the-jcpoa-terrorism-human-rights-conventional-weapons-and-ballistic-missiles-sanctions/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/treasury-iran-150-billion-nuclear-deal_55b8dc41e4b0224d88348e1c
http://news.yahoo.com/russia-wants-arms-embargo-iran-lifted-deal-reached-080848315.html


Claim: “Iran can hide nuclear-related activities by delaying inspections 24 days.” 

Reality: The JCPOA’s inspection and verification regime is the most aggressive and intrusive 
non-proliferation agreement ever negotiated.   

 Known Iranian enrichment sites are subject to secure 24/7 surveillance by the IAEA. 
 The 24 day waiting period is the maximum period it would take for IAEA inspectors to be 

granted access to a suspected but undeclared nuclear site - including the dispute resolution 
process. (link) 

 If Iran engages in enrichment activities, radioactive residue will be detectable for many years, 
and cannot be hidden once IAEA inspectors arrive on site. (link) 

 
Claim: “Iran is allowed to develop nuclear weapons in 25 years.”  

Reality: The JCPOA explicitly prohibits Iran from ever developing a nuclear weapon and lays 
the groundwork for IAEA inspections in perpetuity.   

 Iran has agreed to adopt the Additional Protocol, which has significant concessions regarding 
inspections and IAEA access lasting indefinitely. (link) 

 As a signatory to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, Iran must continue to demonstrate that future 
nuclear development is strictly peaceful in nature, and this demonstration is made much easier 
with their numerous nuclear concessions. (link) 

 
Claim: “If Iran cheats under the agreement, it is unlikely the international community will 
respond appropriately.” 

Reality:  Multilateral cooperation under the JCPOA makes it much more likely that the 
international community will cooperate in holding Iran to its obligations.   

 The JCPOA provides for “snapping back” of UN-imposed sanctions with no ability for Russia or 
China to veto the action. (link)   

 The United States can, itself, reimpose sanctions via the snapback provisions in the JCPOA – 
providing significant leverage to ensure Iranian compliance. (link) 

 
Claim: “Israel is united against the JCPOA.”  

Reality: Many prominent Israelis have come out in support of the agreement.   

 Over 60 Israeli Ex-Security, Intelligence, and Military Officials sent a letter to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu urging acceptance of the agreement. (link) 

 Key Israeli supporters of the JCPOA include Ami Ayalon, former head of the Shin Bet (link), 
Efraim Halvey, former director of the Mossad (link), Uzi Eilam, former director general of the 
Israeli Atomic Energy Commission (link), Shlomo Ben-Ami, former minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Internal Security under Prime Minister Barak (link), among others. (link) 

 
Claim: “Iran has the ability inspect its own facilities under the JCPOA”  

Reality: Iran will not be inspecting its own nuclear facilities under the JCPOA. 

 The IAEA has stated that the AP report claiming Iranian self inspection is a “misrepresentation.” 
(link) 

http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/249245-energy-secretary-defends-waiting-periods-in-iran-deal
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/07/moniz-test-results-back-up-assurances-on-iran-deal-120507
http://armscontrolcenter.org/factsheet-iran-and-the-additional-protocol/
http://www.un.org/disarmament/WMD/Nuclear/NPTtext.shtml
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/17/world/middleeast/snapback-is-easy-way-to-reimpose-iran-penalties.html
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/07/21/do-the-iran-deals-snapback-sanctions-have-teeth/
http://forward.com/news/breaking-news/318434/over-60-top-ex-security-officials-urge-netanyahu-to-accept-iran-deal-in-new/
http://forward.com/opinion/312158/this-man-explains-why-iran-deal-is-good-for-israel/
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4681951,00.html
http://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2015/08/04/intv-israel-iran-pleitgen-amanpour-uzi-eilam.cnn/video/playlists/amanpour/
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/netanyahu-against-iran-nuclear-deal-israel-foreign-policy-by-shlomo-ben-ami-2015-07
http://www.irandealfacts.org/content/validators
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/08/20/us-iran-nuclear-iaea-parchin-idUSKCN0QP0ID20150820


The IAEA chief has said that the agreement between the IAEA and Iran regarding investigation into 
possible military dimensions (PMDs) are “technically sound and consistent with … long established 
practices." (link) 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/statements/statement-iaea-director-general-yukiya-amano

